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MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Zoning Board of Appeals 
From:  Samantha George, Assistant Zoning Administrator  
Date: December 3, 2025 
Re: ZBA25-24 

3563 Mantua Farms 
11-08-400-009 

 Applicant: Michael Mantua 
 Owner: Michael Mantua 
 

 
 

The subject parcel is zoned R3 – Single Family Residential.  The total parcel size is approximately 
44.344 acres (~676,068 sq ft). 
 
The required setbacks for this parcel are as follows: 
Front yard (from property line not road edge): 75 ft 
Rear yard: 100 ft  
Side yards: 40 ft 
 
This variance request is for a 9-inch variance from the 48-inch maximum allowable height to 57-
inches provided. This request is for the increase in the height of a fence in the front yard. 
 
This request is for a variance from Section 8.09 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
For the variance request, the applicant has provided a scaled site plan with construction 
drawings and photos.  Staff have supplied assessing records, a zoning map, aerial 
approximations of the property, and Section 8.09 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
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Sec. 8.09. Fences and screening structures. 

A. Residential districts. 

1. No fence or other screening structure shall exceed six (6) feet in height in a side or rear yard.  

2. In required front yards, only decorative fences, forty-eight (48) inches or shorter, shall be permitted.  

3. On lakefront lots, fences and other screening structures which are located between the main building 
and the ordinary high water mark shall be open air type with no more than twenty percent (20%) 
opacity, and shall have a ten (10) foot setback from the ordinary high water mark.  

4. Fences or other screening structures shall consist of materials commonly used in conventional 
construction, including, but not limited to wood, metal, vinyl, masonry brick or natural stone. If one 
side of the fence or other screening structure has a more finished appearance than the other, then the 
side with the more finished appearance shall face the exterior of the parcel.  

5. Fences or other screening structures shall be maintained in good condition. Rotten or broken 
components shall be replaced, repaired, or removed.  

6. Barbed wire or other similar fences shall not be permitted.  

7. Above-ground single-strand wire or braided-wire fences, whether charged with low-voltage electricity 
or non-charged, are permitted for the enclosures of livestock only.  

a. If the livestock is removed, any electric fencing must be disabled or removed.  

b. All single-strand wire or braided wire fences must provide for enhanced visibility by one of the 
following means:  

1. Minimum three (3) inch solid top rail;  

2. Brightly colored ribbon installed alongside the wire;  

3. Reflectors or florescent tape affixed along the wire at a minimum spacing of eight (8) feet.  

8. Invisible fences for all animals are permitted.  

9. Reserved.  

10. Wire panel fences or rolled wire grid may be installed wherever fencing is typically allowed, with the 
exception of required front yards.  

B. Non-residential districts. 

1. Fences shall be permitted in the rear or side yard of non-residential districts and shall not extend in 
front of the principal building.  

2. Height shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height.  

3. Fences or other screening structures shall consist of materials commonly used in conventional 
construction, including, but not limited to wood, metal, vinyl, masonry brick or natural stone. If, 
because of the design or construction, one side of the fence or other screening structure has a more 
finished appearance than the other, the side of the fence or other screening structure with the more 
finished appearance shall face the exterior of the lot.  

(Ord. No. Z-010, § 3, 10-11-2017) 
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