
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF HIGHLAND 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

APPROVED MINUTES 

November 1, 2017 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL:   Mary Michaels, Chairperson 

    David Gerathy, Vice Chairperson 

  Jacob Probe, Secretary  

  Margie Brockway  

  Robert Hoffman -absent 

  Eugene Beach  

  John Miller 

     

  Pamela Dekouchay, Recording Secretary 

 

Visitors:     2 

Students:  15 

 

Ms. Michaels, the Chairperson, welcomed those present and explained the procedure for 

addressing the Board. Ms. Michaels stated that four affirmative votes are required to approve 

a variance. If a full board is not in attendance, the applicant has the right to table the case 

until the next meeting. The minutes of the meeting will be approved on November 15
th

, and 

building permits can be applied for after the 21
st 

of November. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
1.                 CASE NUMBER:                                  17-40 

              COMPLAINT #:                                    n/a 

              ZONING:                                               R3, Single Family Residential 

              PARCEL #:                                            11-24-151-001 

              PROPERTY ADDRESS:                       1124 Waterbury 

              APPLICANT:                                         Metz, Dan 

              OWNER:                                                R-N-J Development, LLC. 

       VARIANCE REQUESTED:                   32 foot variance from required 50 foot 

      rear yard setback to 18 foot setback  

      provided. This variance is for an 

      addition to an accessory structure. 

 

 Discussion from the Applicant: 
 

Lori Metz, spoke on behalf of the applicant, Dan Metz, and stated she wanted their case 

heard despite the absence of a board member. 

 

Discussion from the Public: 
 

There was no discussion from the public. 

 

Discussion from the Board: 
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Mr. Gerathy stated he has no objections to the variance as the property size will support the 

size of building.  

 

Mr. Miller added that the parcel is a substandard lot zoned R-3, and less than one acre in size. 

The variance request is for a rear yard setback and involves the continuation of an existing 

wall. He stated he has no problem with the request.  

 

Mr. Beach noted there is some vegetation to the east of the buildings that should minimize 

the impact. It is visually less intrusive to add on to the existing barn versus forcing the 

applicant to try to relocate the proposed building, and ending up with an additional structure 

on the property. 

 

Ms. Brockway had no objections. The neighbor to the east of the applicant has a barn or 

garage, and the home to the south is quite a distance from the proposed building. 

 

Motion: 

 

Mr. Gerathy moved to approve the variance requested for Case No. 17-40 32, parcel # 11-24-

151-001; a variance of 32 feet from the required 50 feet for a rear yard setback to the 18 feet 

setback provided. This variance is for an addition to an accessory structure. 

 

The facts and findings in support of the motion are as follows: 

 This is an existing lot of record. 

 The lot is substandard in size, and can support the addition. 

 The location of the septic field dictates the placement of the building. 

 The structure will not change the character of the area. 

 This is an addition to a building that is already present. 

 There is no further encroachment into the rear yard setback. 

 

Mr. Probe supported the motion. Roll call vote: Mr. Hoffman- absent, Mr. Miller-yes, Ms. 

Brockway- yes, Mr. Beach-yes, Mr. Probe-yes; Mr. Gerathy-yes, Ms. Michaels-yes.  The 

motion was approved with 6 yes votes, and the variance was granted. 

 

Minutes: 
 

Mr. Gerathy made a motion to approve the minutes from October 18
th

, 2017 as corrected.  

Mr. Miller supported the motion and it carried with a unanimous voice vote (6 yes votes). 

 

Adjournment: 

 

At 8:02 pm. Mr. Beach moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Miller supported the motion and 

it carried with a unanimous voice vote. (6 yes votes) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mr. Jacob Probe, Secretary 

JP/pd 


