
 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF HIGHLAND 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

APPROVED MINUTES 

October 21, 2015 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL:   Margie Brockway, Chairperson 

    Mary Michaels, Vice Chairperson  

  Jacob Probe, Secretary - Absent 

  Robert Hoffman 

  Eugene Beach  

  John Miller  

  David Gerathy 

     

  Candace Sereno, Recording Secretary - Absent 

 

Visitors:     5 

Students:   14          

 

Ms. Michaels, Acting Secretary, took roll call and stated that there was not a full board 

present. Ms. Brockway, the Chairperson, welcomed those present and explained the 

procedure to address the Board. Ms. Brockway informed the applicants that four affirmative 

votes are required to approve a motion.  Ms. Brockway explained that if the applicant’s 

variance request is approved, the minutes of the meeting would be approved on November 4, 

2015 and the building permits can be applied for around the 10th of November. 

 

New Business: 

 

1.           CASE NUMBER:                    15-41                                                                             

              COMPLAINT #:                                    EE15-0137                             

              ZONING:                                               LV    

              PARCEL #:                                            11-14-127-002     

              PROPERTY ADDRESS:                       3008 Vero Dr.     

              APPLICANT:                                         Mechigian, Kevin & Julie   

              OWNER:                                                Mechigian, Kevin & Julie   

              VARIANCE REQUESTED:                  1) 55 ft. variance from 65 ft. to 10 ft. for 

ordinary high watermark setback. 

(Section 9.02.D) 

This variance is for a covered accessory 

structure. 

 

 

 

Mr. Beach read a memo dated October 19, 2015 from the applicant, Kevin Mechigian, stating 

that he is unable to attend tonight’s meeting and asked if it could be re-scheduled for 

November 4,
, 
2015 meeting. 
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Mr. Miller suggested allowing anyone in attendance to express their comments regarding this 

case due to the late notice of the applicant’s absence.  Mr. Beach stated that he has some 

concern that the applicant is not in attendance to respond to public comments and would need 

to rely on the minutes to appropriately respond.  Mr. Miller felt that the people in attendance 

should not be inconvenienced with having to re-attend on November 4, 2015. 

 

Ms. Michaels suggested tabling the case until the November 18
, 
2015 meeting in order to 

give the public opportunity to attend or put it in writing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, their 

concerns as well as give the applicant an opportunity to read the approved minutes on any 

public comment from tonight’s meeting to prepare a response if necessary. 

 

Mr. Hoffman agreed with Mr. Beach in tabling the case until November 4
, 
2015.   

 

Motion: 

 

Mr. Gerathy moved to table Case No. 15-41 until November 4
, 
2015.  Mr. Beach supported 

and the motion carried with a roll call vote:  Beach-yes; Gerathy-yes; Michaels-yes; 

Hoffman-yes; Miller-no; Brockway-yes.  (5 yes votes; 1 no vote) 

 

2.           CASE NUMBER:                    15-42                                                                             

              COMPLAINT #:                                    NONE                             

              ZONING:                                               ARR    

              PARCEL #:                                            11-16-400-017     

              PROPERTY ADDRESS:                       1692 Percy Ln.     

              APPLICANT:                                         Hassen, Ronald   

              OWNER:                                                Hassen, Ronald   

              VARIANCE REQUESTED:                  1) 30 ft. variance from 40 ft. to 10 ft. for 

least side yard setback. (Section 4.15 

Schedule of Regulations) 

This variance is for an accessory 

structure. 

 

Ms. Brockway asked the applicant if he would like to have his case heard as there was not a 

full board present.  Mr. Hassen stated that he would like to have his case heard. 

 

Discussion from the Applicant:  

 

Mr. Ronald Hassen, applicant and owner, 1692 Percy Ln., Highland, MI was present and 

explained that he was looking to build a pole barn.  He would like to put the pole barn up 

closer to his house because there is a clearing already there.   

 

Ms. Jayne Lahring, 516 West Wardlow, was present and wanted to let Mr. Hassen know that 

the property can get very wet and swampy when there is a lot of rain.  Mr. Hassen explained 

that he is aware of the swampy area and the proposed position of the pole barn is up toward 

the top of the driveway in the northwest corner of the property, but it is not near the swampy 

area.  
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Discussion from the Board: 

 

Mr. Gerathy stated that he looked through all of the paper work submitted, visited the 

property and did not have a problem with the variance request.   

 

Mr. Beach stated that it is probably at the highest elevation point on the property and it is 

already cleared.  Mr. Beach questioned the height of the pole barn.  Mr. Hassen confirmed 

that it was on the highest elevation on the property and that the pole barn would be 14 ft. high 

to the eaves.  Mr. Beach estimated 25 ft. to the peak. 

 

Ms. Michaels questioned the dimensions of the pole barn.  Mr. Hassen stated that the pole 

barn would be 32 ft. by 40 ft.  This is 2 ft. shorter than the original building proposal.  It does 

not change the 10 ft. variance request. 

 

Mr. Miller does not have a problem with it but stated that the Zoning Board in the past has 

usually enforced granting the least variance needed.  Mr. Miller questioned if the proposed 

placement was due to the topography of the lot.  Mr. Hassen explained that it is a circle 

driveway, it is the highest point of the property and the backyard can get swampy.  Mr. 

Miller stated that he does not have a concern if it is a topography issue and not a desire to 

keep trees. 

 

Ms. Brockway questioned if Mr. Hassen could move the pole barn south just a little bit.  Mr. 

Hassen stated that he really cannot because it would end up being in the driveway.  Mr. 

Beach suggested moving the pole barn both east and south.  Mr. Hassen explained that he 

could cut down a few trees but he is hoping to get started on the build as soon as he can.   

 

Ms. Michaels stated that originally felt that it was a large property to be asking for a side 

yard setback.  But she is in a little more favor of it after hearing the details and also knowing 

it will be slightly smaller. 

 

Motion: 

 

Mr. Beach moved in Case No. 15-42, parcel #11-16-400-017, applicant and owner, Mr. 

Ronald Hassen, to grant the following variance from ordinance section 4.15 Schedule of 

Regulations, for a 30 ft. variance from the required 40 ft. to the requested 10 ft. for the least 

side yard setback.  This variance is on the north side yard setback for purposes of 

constructing a pole barn measuring 32 ft. by 40 ft. 

 

The following facts and findings in support of the motion are as follows: 

 This is an existing lot of record improved with a single family home. 

 The eastern half of the property is low and swampy wetlands.  

 The western portion is more upland. 

 The applicant is limited by the location of the septic on the south side of the home to 

placing any accessory structure there. 

 The proposed location is among the higher elevations on the lot and is already largely 
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cleared of trees. 

 The property immediately to the north is currently vacant. 

 

Mr. Gerathy supported and the motion carried with a roll call vote:  Hoffman-yes; Miller-yes; 

Beach-yes; Gerathy-yes; Michaels-yes; Brockway-yes.  (6 yes votes) 

 

Minutes: 

 

Ms. Michaels made a motion to approve the minutes from October 4, 2015 as corrected.  Mr. 

Hoffman supported and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (6 yes votes). 

 

Adjournment: 

 

At 8:08 p.m. Ms. Michaels moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Gerathy supported and the 

motion carried with a unanimous voice vote. (6 yes votes) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Ms. Mary Michaels, Acting Secretary 

MM/cs 


