
 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF HIGHLAND 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

APPROVED MINUTES 

May 3, 2017 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL:   Mary Michaels, Chairperson 

    Margie Brockway, Vice Chairperson 

  Jacob Probe, Secretary  

  Robert Hoffman - Absent 

  Eugene Beach  

  John Miller - Absent 

  David Gerathy 

     

  Candace Sereno, Recording Secretary 

 

Visitors:     6 

Students:    4 

 

Mr. Probe, Secretary, took roll call and stated that there was not a full board present. Ms. 

Michaels, the Chairperson, welcomed those present and explained the procedure to address 

the Board. Ms. Michaels informed the applicants that four affirmative votes are required to 

approve a motion.  Ms. Michaels explained that if the applicant’s variance request is 

approved, the minutes of the meeting would be approved on May 17, 2017 and the building 

permits can be applied for around the 23rd of May. 

 

 

New Business: 

 

1.           CASE NUMBER:                    17-14                                                                             

              COMPLAINT #:                                    None                             

              ZONING:                                               C-2 

              PARCEL #:                                            11-13-354-006     

              PROPERTY ADDRESS:                       2461 E. Highland Rd. 

              APPLICANT:                                         Hughes, Jack 

              OWNER:                                                Thom-Tar Properties, LLC 

              VARIANCE REQUESTED:                  45 ft. variance from required 100 ft.  

front yard setback to 55 ft. provided 

(Section 4.15 Schedule of Regulations) 

This variance is for an extension of a 

commercial building. 

 

 

 

Ms. Michaels asked the applicant if he would like to have his case heard.  The applicant 

stated that he would like to have his case heard. 
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Discussion from the Applicant:  

 

Mr. Jack Hughes, applicant, 2461 E. Highland Rd., Highland, MI was present and had 

nothing further to add. 

 

Discussion from the Board: 

 

Mr. Beach pointed out on the aerial photo of the lot with the existing building and the 

parking lot that by extending the building to the 10 ft. side yard setback would make things 

very tight on the property.  He questioned whether customers would have enough room to 

back out of a parking space to exit the business.  Mr. Beach explained that the existing 

building seems to work and the current business has somewhat low volume traffic, but by 

putting a 70 ft. extension across the width of the property would lose a lot of the parking lot 

and the ability to get to the back of the building from the front without leaving the property.  

Mr. Beach also gave the example of the car wash that is nearby and the fact that cars are 

stacked up trying to get out onto Highland Rd. there as well. 

 

Ms. Brockway stated that after visiting the property twice she was still confused on exactly 

what the proposed plans are because nothing was staked on the property.  Ms. Brockway 

asked the applicant whether the new building would still be a fireworks store.  The applicant 

explained that they are hoping to keep the current tenant, which is a fireworks store, in the 

current building and add an auto repair shop in the proposed extension that would have three 

or four automotive bays, storage and an office. 

 

Mr. Probe stated that he agreed with Mr. Beach’s concerns with parking, traffic and auto 

repair shop equipment such as; tow trucks.  Mr. Probe also agreed with Ms. Brockway that it 

was especially difficult to envision the proposed extension and what effect it may have on the 

property because nothing was staked out. 

 

Mr. Jim Olari, 1985 E. Wardlow Rd., Highland, MI was present and explained that he has 

owned and operated an automotive repair shop for years and feels that this property is very 

workable for a new auto repair shop.  Mr. Olari and Mr. Hughes explained that they are 

currently just looking into purchasing the property and wanted to present their initial idea to 

the Zoning Board of Appeals to see if they would even be able to get the front yard variance 

needed to extend the building.  It is their goal to purchase the building, allow the current 

tenant to stay and fulfill a lease, add the extension and operate an auto repair shop there. 

 

Mr. Keith Reynolds, Realtor, Keller Williams Realty, 2730 Union Lake Rd, Commerce 

Twp., was present and stated that Mr. Olari and Mr. Hughes are trying to keep an existing 

business in the community. 

 

Mr. Gerathy stated that after he visited the property, he initially did not have a problem with 

the variance request, but after listening to the discussion from the board and some of the 

ideas for the property, he is not feeling as favorable. 

 

Ms. Michaels stated that she felt that the new owners would likely clean up the property and 
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have better curb appeal and she also stated that she has seen tighter parking lots and 

properties.  Ms. Michaels questioned the applicant as to how many bays they were planning 

to have and Mr. Olari stated that they would like to have four. 

 

Mr. Beach reminded the applicant that the property would only be allowed to have one sign 

regardless if there were two businesses.  Mr. Beach also reminded the board to think about 

whether there is a practical difficulty and whether this is a need or a want.  He explained to 

the applicant that the ZBA is required to grant the minimum variance request needed.  Mr. 

Beach stated that his biggest concerns are how busy Highland Rd. is, preserving the ability to 

get from the front to the back of the building while staying on the property and reducing 

traffic. 

 

Mr. Hughes stated that he would like to table the case until May 17, 2017. 

 

Motion: 

 

Mr. Gerathy moved to table Case No. 17-14, until May 17, 2017.  Mr. Beach supported and 

the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote:  (5 yes votes) 

 

 

2.           CASE NUMBER:                    17-15                                                                             

              COMPLAINT #:                                    None                             

              ZONING:                                               LV 

              PARCEL #:                                            11-15-227-012     

              PROPERTY ADDRESS:                       1065 Dunleavy Dr. 

              APPLICANT:                                         Wickham, Randy 

              OWNER:                                                Wickham, Randy 

              VARIANCE REQUESTED:                  30 ft. variance from required 37 ft.  

averaged front yard setback to 7 ft. 

provided (Section 9.02.B.1) 

This variance is for a garage addition. 

 

 

Ms. Michaels asked the applicant if he would like to have his case heard.  The applicant 

stated that he would like to have his case heard. 

 

Discussion from the Applicant:  

 

Mr. Randy Wickham, applicant & owner was present, and had nothing further to add. 

 

Discussion from the Board: 

 

Ms. Brockway stated that the proposed garage was not staked, which makes it very difficult 

to see how far the actual structure would be from lot lines and the road. 

 

Mr. Beach stated that the house already has a garage and asked whether this variance request 
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was a want or a need. 

 

Ms. Michaels stated that she felt that it was too tight to back out of the garage and exit onto 

the road. 

 

Mr. Wickham explained that he wanted to build a 20 ft. by 22 ft. two-car garage for his 

family to park their cars in. 

 

Mr. Wickham stated that he would like to table the case in order to put stakes up and to have 

a full board present. 

 

Motion: 

 

Mr. Beach moved to table Case No. 17-15, until May 17, 2017.  Mr. Gerathy supported and 

the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote:  (5 yes votes) 

 

Minutes: 

 

Mr. Gerathy made a motion to approve the minutes from April 19, 2017 as corrected.  Mr. 

Probe supported and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (5 yes votes). 

 

Adjournment: 

 

At 8:25 p.m. Mr. Probe moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Gerathy supported and the 

motion carried with a unanimous voice vote. (5 yes votes) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Mr. Jacob Probe, Secretary 

JP/cs 


