
 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF HIGHLAND 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

APPROVED MINUTES 

February 3, 2016 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL:   Margie Brockway, Chairperson 

    Mary Michaels, Vice Chairperson  

  Jacob Probe, Secretary  

  Robert Hoffman 

  Eugene Beach  

  John Miller  

  David Gerathy 

     

  Candace Sereno, Recording Secretary 

 

Visitors:     2 

 

Mr. Probe, Secretary, took roll call and stated that there was a full board present. Ms. 

Brockway, the Chairperson, welcomed those present and explained the procedure to address 

the Board. Ms. Brockway informed the applicants that four affirmative votes are required to 

approve a motion.  Ms. Brockway explained that if the applicant’s variance request is 

approved, the minutes of the meeting would be approved on February 17, 2016 and the 

building permits can be applied for around the 22nd of February. 

 

 

New Business: 

 

1.           CASE NUMBER:                    16-01                                                                             

              COMPLAINT #:                                     EE15-0021 

       EE15-0197                            

              ZONING:                                                LV 

              PARCEL #:                                            11-27-106-010     

              PROPERTY ADDRESS:                       344 Helen     

              APPLICANT:                                         Fiyalko, Gary 

              OWNER:                                                Beasaw, Rexford J. IV 

              VARIANCE REQUESTED:                  1) 26 ft. 6 in. variance from 34 ft. to 7 ft. 

6 in. for the averaged front yard setback 

(Section 9.02.B.1) 

This variance is for a front porch. 

2) Variance to allow a 6 ft. tall privacy 

fence in a front yard where only a 42 in. 

decorative fence is allowed (Section 

8.09.2.A) 

 

 

 



 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF HIGHLAND 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

February 3, 2015  Page 2 of 4 

 
Discussion from the Applicant:  

 

Mr. Rexford Beasaw IV, owner, 344 Helen, Highland, MI was present and explained that his 

property essentially has two front yards.  He wanted to build a privacy fence along the west 

front and one reason he bumped the fence out was due to the placement of the septic tank.  

Mr. Beasaw also explained that he just replaced the old front porch and any replacement 

would have required a variance. 

 

Mr. Gary Fiyalko, applicant, 534 East St., Milford, was present in support of Mr. Beasaw and 

has been helping out with applications and permits. 

 

Discussion from the Board: 

 

Mr. Hoffman explained that he had seen this house right after Mr. Beasaw purchased it and 

questioned if the new front porch is out further than the old front porch.  Mr. Beasaw 

explained that it is a little bigger but they were replacing the old porch because the natural 

front was falling off.  Mr. Hoffman complimented the improvement and explained that he 

would have needed a variance on replacing the front porch at all.  Mr. Hoffman also 

explained that he did not have a problem with the fence not on what would be assumed as 

your natural front yard. 

 

Mr. Beach agreed with Mr. Hoffman and also complimented Mr. Beasaw on the home 

renovations.  Mr. Beach suggested making it a condition that the porch will remain open and 

unenclosed.  Mr. Beach explained that he understands the reasons for the privacy fence and it 

is on the short side.  He suggested keeping it still obscure but adding some lattice or 

something to dress up the roadside appearance.  Mr. Beasaw stated that he plans to put some 

landscaping in along the fence. 

 

Ms. Brockway questioned if some of the equipment in the back yard was personal equipment 

or for his business.  Mr. Beasaw stated that some of it is personal, but some of the equipment 

is for his business as well. 

 

Mr. Gerathy stated that he has no problem with the variances and believes that the house 

looks great. 

 

Ms. Michaels complimented Mr. Beasaw on the renovations on the home, but explained that 

she does have a problem with the fence.  Ms. Michaels pointed out that some of the 

neighbors do have fences and may have been grandfathered in, but there is another neighbor 

that complied with the ordinance and only installed a 42 in. fence.  She also suggested 

considered each variance separately.  Mr. Hoffman agreed with the suggestion.  Mr. Beach 

pointed out that the Zoning Board of Appeals has granted true privacy fences in the past and 

although this property is not in the Highland Station District, it is adjacent to it and it does 

take on some of the village character. They are small village type lots and if you are going to 

have some privacy you almost need a privacy fence. 

 

Ms. Michaels questioned the hardship and also questioned the equipment being stored in the 
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backyard.  Mr. Miller stated that there is an ordinance regarding storing business equipment 

in yards.  Mr. Miller stated that he does not have a problem with the proposed variance, 

although he does understand Ms. Michaels issue with adhering to an ordinance and proving a 

practical difficulty.   

 

Motion: 

 

Mr. Hoffman moved in Case No. 16-01, parcel #11-27-106-010, applicant, Gary Fiyalko and 

owner, Rexford Beasaw IV, to grant the following variance from ordinance section 9.02.B.1, 

for a 26 ft. 6 in. variance from 34 ft. to 7 ft. 6 in. for the averaged front yard setback.  This 

variance is for building a front porch on the condition that the porch will remain open and 

unenclosed.   

 

The following facts and findings in support of the motion are as follows: 

 This house was built in 1941 before modern zoning ordinances and regardless of what 

improvements are made they would need a variance. 

 This variance is for the south side front yard facing Helen St. 

 There was a previous porch on the front that was replaced with a slightly larger porch. 

 This is a corner lot with two front yards. 

 The variance request will not alter the essential character or harm the aesthetics of the 

neighborhood. 

 

Mr. Gerathy supported and the motion carried with a roll call vote:  Hoffman-yes; Miller-yes; 

Michaels-yes; Beach-yes; Gerathy-yes; Probe-yes; Brockway-yes.  (7 yes votes) 

 

 

Mr. Hoffman moved in Case No. 16-01, parcel #11-27-106-010, applicant, Gary Fiyalko and 

owner, Rexford Beasaw IV, to grant the following variance from ordinance section 8.09.2.A, 

to allow a 6 ft. tall privacy fence in a front yard where only a 42 in. decorative fence is 

allowed.   

 

The following facts and findings in support of the motion are as follows: 

 This is an existing lot of record, corner lot with two front yards, the house is 

obviously facing south towards Helen St.  

 The location of the fence was necessitated by the location of the septic tank and septic 

field. 

 The location of the fence will not restrict any visibility from Helen or Clark St. 

 The variance is strictly for height where a 42 in. fence would be allowed. 

 It is suggested that the fence along the rear of the property would need to be trimmed 

down and will not be higher than 6 ft.  

 

Mr. Gerathy supported and the motion carried with a roll call vote:  Hoffman-yes; Miller-yes; 

Michaels-no; Beach-yes; Gerathy-yes; Probe-no; Brockway-yes.  (5 yes votes; 2 no votes) 
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Minutes: 

 

Ms. Michaels made a motion to approve the minutes from December 16, 2015 as corrected.  

Mr. Gerathy supported and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (7 yes votes). 

 

Election of Officers: 

 

Mr. Probe moved to nominate Ms. Michaels as the Zoning Board of Appeals Chairperson. 

Mr. Hoffman moved to nominate Ms. Brockway as Vice Chairperson and Mr. Probe as the 

Secretary.  Mr. Gerathy supported and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote. (7 

yes votes) 

 

Adjournment: 

 

At 8:02 p.m. Mr. Probe moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Miller supported and the motion 

carried with a unanimous voice vote. (7 yes votes) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Mr. Jacob Probe, Secretary 

JP/cs 
 


