
Highland Township Planning Commission 
Record of the 1272nd Meeting  

Highland Township Auditorium 
March 21, 2013 

 
 
Roll Call: 
Michael Wiza, Chairperson 
Eugene H. Beach, Jr. 
Chris Gostek, absent 
John Stewart 
Patricia Hamlin 
Scott Temple 
Russ Tierney 
John Miller 
Roscoe Smith 
 
Also Present: 
Beth Corwin,  
Karen Beardsley, Recording Secretary 
Rick Hamill, Supervisor 
 
Visitors:  17, including students 
 
 
Mr. Wiza, the Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
Work Session: 
 
Agenda Item #1: Parcel #: 11-02-300-017, 11-02-300-018, 11-02-300-019 
   Zoning: ARR 
   Address: 1215 White Lake Road 
   File #:  URSA12-02 
   Request:  Class C Farm Market Use 
   Applicant: Ronald Bonadeo 
   Owner: Sue Schulte 
 
Mrs. Hamlin presented this item, noting that the public hearing was held two weeks ago.  
 
Mr. Beach noted that the Planning Commission received a response from the applicant 
with additional information requested.  Included was the window of time for outside 
events/festivals:  September 1st through December 31st.  Mr. Beach noted that the hours 
should be more defined, since the term ‘dusk’ is subjective, and felt that weekday hours 
should be more restricted.   
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Mr. Stewart did not feel comfortable making a decision on this agenda item tonight; he 
felt that under the Special Use Approval, the Planning Commission is able to define more 
specific limitations and restrictions, and felt more time was warranted to study the issue 
and develop reasonable restrictions. 
 
Mrs. Corwin stated the process for a Special Use Approval is to begin with the Planning 
Commission discussions expressing concerns and conditions of approval.  Then staff 
drafts a permit for Board review, with the draft Site Plan being one exhibit of the permit.  
The site plan is typically approved by the Planning Commission only after the use is 
approved by the Board. 
 
Mr. Beach suggested that staff and the applicant meet and determine details such as 
calendar, hours of operation (specific days and times), traffic control procedures and 
parking, screening, limitations of noise and light from activities, as well as site issues 
such as lighting, signage, access, proof of sales being fifty percent grown by him, etc. 
 
Mr. Stewart pointed out that the landscape supply business will continue to operate from 
that location as well. 
 
Mr. Beach moved to table this agenda item to allow Mrs. Corwin and Mr. Stewart to 
work with Mr. Bonadeo to produce proposed permit language for the Special Use.  Mr. 
Miller supported and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (8 yes votes). 
 
 
Agenda Item #2: Parcel #: 11-15-127-003 
   Zoning: C-1 
   Address: 2800 N. Milford Road 
   File #:  RZ 13-01 (Conditional) 
   Request:  Initial Review to rezone from C-1 to  

IM with conditions 
   Applicant: Bloom General Contracting 
   Purchaser: LaFontaine Automotive Group 
   Owner: Paul Leontaras 
 
Mr. Stewart introduced this item, which is the existing Catalina Lanes Bowling Alley, 
proposed to be used as an automotive parts warehouse.  Under current C-1 zoning, this is 
not a permissible use.  Applicant is requesting to rezone to IM.  Mr. Stewart feels that 
since this is a residential area, it would not be reasonable for this parcel and is not 
consistent with the master plan.  Also, once rezoned, reversal would be difficult.  He 
suggests Site Specific instead (see Art. 18.02).  The requested use could be approved 
under sections c  and e of this article, and only require a review by the Planning 
Commission and hearing before the Township Board.  This may be quicker than public 
hearings associated with rezoning.   
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Applicants Gary Laundroche and Vic Habersmith from Bloom Contracting introduced 
themselves, expressed appreciation to Mr. Stewart for finding an expeditious solution, 
and restated that the only intention for this property is light warehouse functions. 
 
Mrs. Corwin concurred that ‘Site Specific Relief’ would be more efficient.  The site 
would remain zoned C-1, and be handled similar to ‘Special Use’ wherein details would 
be documented in an agreement with the property description explaining why the use was 
allowed and recorded at the county Register of Deeds. 
 
Mrs. Corwin also stated that the best way for the applicant to handle this would be to 
withdraw and modify their intial request, and she will initiate a fee transfer to ‘Site 
Specific Relief’.  She also informed the applicant that since final approval is tied to the 
Site Plan, that a Site Plan review can take place at the same time. 
 
Lynn Hansford, Middle Road thanked Mr. Stewart for his support of maintaining C-1 
zoning and also voiced concerns over hours of operation and trucking traffic. 
 
The applicant, Bloom Contracting, requested withdrawal of their rezoning application 
and will resubmit for ‘Site Specific Relief’ pursuant to Article 18.02. 
 
Mr. Miller moved to accept applicant’s withdrawal of the rezoning application.  Mr. 
Stewart supported and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (8 yes votes). 
 
 
Agenda Item #3 Committee Updates 
 
 Zoning Board of Appeals 
 Township Board 
 Highland Downtown Development Authority 
 Parks and Recreation 
 
 
Agenda Item 4: Minutes of March 21 2013 
 
Mrs. Hamlin moved to approve the Minutes of March 21 2013 as presented.  Supported 
by Mr. Tierney and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (8 yes votes).   
 
 
The Information Note was reviewed and discussed. 
 
Mr. Wiza noted that a letter was received from Mr. Jim Lloyd, resident, commenting on 
Agenda Item #1, as well as a traffic study. 
 
Since a number of Planning Commission members will not be available for the April 4, 
2013 meeting, and nothing is currently on the agenda, Mr. Beach moved to cancel that 
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meeting.  Mr. Miller supported and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (8 
yes votes). 
 
At 8:37 p.m. Mr. Temple moved to adjourn the meeting with Mr. Miller supporting.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Secretary 
 
 
 
A. Roscoe Smith 
 
ARS/kb 
 


