
Highland Township Planning Commission 
Record of the 1270th Meeting – APPROVED MINUTES 

Highland Township Auditorium 
February 7, 2013 

 
 
Roll Call: 
Michael Wiza, Chairperson 
Eugene H. Beach, Jr. 
Chris Gostek, absent 
John Stewart 
Patricia Hamlin 
Scott Temple, absent 
Russ Tierney 
John Miller 
Roscoe Smith 
 
Also Present: 
Beth Corwin, Planning and Development Director 
Karen Beardsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Visitors:  4 
 
 
Mr. Wiza, the Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
Work Session: 
 
Agenda Item #1: Parcel #: 11-03-200-015 
   Zoning: ARR 
   Address: 6555 N. Milford Road 
   File #:  SPR13-01 
   Request:  Gravel parking lot 
   Applicant: Mike Donnellon 
   Owner: Oakland County Parks & Recreation 
 
Mr. Stewart presented this item, noting the following issues:   
 
 - A municipal park is subject to special land use approval; Mr. Beach stated that the park 
exists already; they are simply adding a parking lot.  There was much discussion 
regarding the use of the word “municipality”, which Mr. Beach felt was important and 
should be taken up in a future meeting. 
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 - Stormwater systems are not shown and grading shows all drainage flows to driveway 
on the north without retention; the parking lot slopes 4% toward driveway and Milford 
Road creating potential for edge erosion. 
 
 - Hard surface of asphalt or concrete is required in the ordinance. 
 
 - Parking lot lighting requirements not met; parking lot lighting required is 0.6 
footcandles; parks are not listed as exempt from parking lot lighting. 
 
 -Landscaping requires identifying new and relocated trees and shrubs, size and species; 
notes needed on plan regarding the maintenance and replacement of dead trees and 
shrubs for one year; curved island and parking lot requirements of one tree and three 
shrubs for each 8 parking spots not met; greenbelt requirement of one tree for every 30 
feet of frontage has not been met. 
 
 - Signage is noted as temporary and therefore is over the limit of twelve square feet. 
 
- Bumper blocks are specifically not allowed, per ordinance. 
 
  
Jim Dunleavy, Chief of Park Operations & Maintenance for Oakland County stated that 
the proposed plan is typical of what is in the other Oakland County parks, and that the 
proposed parking lot would be in addition to the previously approved ‘temporary’ 
parking lot.  Oakland County would prefer to have a more centrally located lot for lake 
access. 
 
Matthew Davis, Engineer for Giffels Webster Engineering added that the proposed lot is 
the result of a grant study and is determined to be the best place for connectivity to trails.  
Keeping both lots will allow for separation of traffic for the equestrian staging area. 
 
Mr. Stewart confirmed that the approach would be paved, as well as handicapped parking 
areas. 
 
Mr. Beach noted that the property is part of a 100-acre park with mature woodlands and 
grasslands, and should not be characterized as a standard commercial parking lot and 
swept up into all the requirements intended for such.  This is a development with low 
visual and environmental impact and fits well in the context of a rural setting.  
 
Ms. Corwin stated that the township staff, upon their review, felt that the Planning 
Commission could utilize provisions under Alternative Paving Materials, (pg 11-7) where 
alternate surfaces may be approved for seasonal low parking volumes and overflow.  Ms. 
Corwin also referenced Stormwater, Natural Preservation (Chapter 15) wherein plans can 
be approved which embody a low impact development design philosophy, which this 
does.  Regarding the signage, the reference to ‘temporary’ refers to Oakland County’s 
standard detail; however, the township considers it a permanent sign; thereby allowing 
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the 32 square foot sign.  The word ‘temporary’ should simply be crossed out on the 
drawing.  Regarding the landscape materials, they have a greenhouse selection to choose 
from as well as relocation of suitable trees from this site and have already been advised of 
species we do not allow; Oakland County will work with the township on the landscaping 
requirements.  Staff was confident the landscaping plan could be easily dealt with in the 
field and later documented in a final plan. 
 
Regarding the site lighting, Mr. Dunleavy stated that there is signage stating that the park 
closes at sundown; Mr. Stewart stated that as long as there was not occupancy after dark, 
no site lighting would be required. 
 
Mr. Wiza confirmed that the purpose of the bumper blocks were to contain cars in the  
parking area, and identify parking spots.  Mr. Beach suggested renaming them ‘parking 
lot delineators’, a low visual impact type of fencing that visually identifies the area set 
aside for parking. 
 
Mr. Stewart asked if the county has had any discussions regarding the use of farm 
fencing, which is under much scrutiny by environmentalists.  Mr. Dunleavy replied that 
farm fencing was the county standard and he was not aware of any such study of 
alternatives. 
 
Mr. Stewart moved to approve SPR13-01, gravel parking lot at 6555 N. Milford Road, 
subject to the following requirements: 
- The description of stormwater management be added, with requirement of site to 

drain away from Milford Road 
- Landscape requirements show species of trees for approval by township staff 
- Remove the reference to ‘temporary’ sign 
- The Commission finds and determines alternative parking arrangements are 

sufficient in the nature of use under the appropriate ordinance sections.    
- Sign will be placed on site stating that Park Closes at Dark 
 
Mr. Beach supported the motion, with the additional language, and the motion carried 
with a unanimous roll call vote:  Tierney-yes; Hamlin-yes; Stewart-yes; Smith-yes; Wiza 
-yes; Beach-yes; Miller-yes. (7 yes votes) 
 
 
Agenda Item #2: Roundtable Follow Up 
 
Ms. Corwin briefly explained that the Supervisor’s presentation included concepts the 
Planning Commission should plan to discuss in the future.  The Supervisor’s office has 
compiled a summary of the feedback provided on the comment cards completed by 
participants.  Topics to discuss include:   
 
Signage, particularly permitting procedures (suggestions were made as follows):  
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- getting the word out to people to call the township before they begin any work on 

signs, to avoid disappointment and resentment.   
- allowing people to select from a gallery of allowed signs 
- include helpful information with tax bill mailings, including local sign companies’ 

contact information 
- provide fillable PDF forms online so applicants could forward or bring in completed 

paperwork and packets. 
 
There was discussion regarding building department procedures and timeframes.  Mr. 
Stewart commented that in his experience, Highland Township time frames are not 
unreasonable, and that given the part-time work force, it is surprising that the time frame 
is not longer. 
 
Mr. Wiza reminded the Planning Commission that we have worked hard to develop our 
zoning ordinances, and should protect their integrity.  The business community is a small 
portion of the township population; the residents’ opinions must be respected as well. 
 
Ms. Corwin stated that everyone who filled out a card should have received an email 
from the Supervisor’s office, and she will investigate to see why some did not. 
 
There was much discussion on the zoning and future use of the middle school property.  
Ms. Corwin suggested perhaps a microstudy be performed; particularly if the attempt to 
save the gym is not successful and the property goes up for sale.  It is currently zoned 
residential, and  masterplanned institutional.  The township should be able to articulate its 
vision for this property. 
 
 
Agenda Item #3 Committee Updates 
 
 Zoning Board of Appeals 
 Township Board 
 Highland Downtown Development Authority 
 Parks and Recreation 
 
 
Agenda Item 4: Minutes of January 17, 2013 
 
Mrs. Hamlin moved to approve the Minutes of January 17, 2013 as presented.  Supported 
by Mr. Beach and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (7 yes votes).   
 
The Information Note was reviewed and discussed. 
 
The public hearing for URSA 12-02, Bonadeo will be moved to March 7, 2013 due to 
misprinting by the newspapers, in order to provide the mandatory 15 day public notice. 
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Mr. Beach moved to cancel the Planning Commission meeting of February 21, 2013.  
Supported by Mrs. Hamlin and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (7 yes 
votes).   
 
At 8:53 p.m. Mr. Beach moved to adjourn the meeting with Mr. Miller supporting.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Secretary 
 
 
 
A. Roscoe Smith 
 
ARS/kb 
 


