
 

Highland Township Planning Commission 
Record of the 1293rd Meeting  

Highland Township Auditorium 
November 6, 2014 

 
 
Roll Call: 
Michael Wiza, Chairperson 
Eugene H. Beach, Jr. 
Chris Gostek  
Scott Green (absent) 
Roscoe Smith 
Jeffrey Stander  
Scott Temple (absent)  
Russ Tierney 
 
Also Present: 
Elizabeth J. Corwin, PE, AICP – Planning Director 
Julie Kabalka, Recording Secretary 
 
Visitors: 21 
 
 
 
Mr. Wiza, the Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Work Session: 
 
Agenda Item  #1: 
 
  Parcel #:      11-22-353-024 
 Zoning:        HS 
 Address:      211 N. Milford Rd.  
 File #:          SPR 14-08 
 Applicant:    Stephen McGrath 
 Owner:         Stephen McGrath 
 Request:       Locksmith Shop 
 
Mr. Gostek presented the subcommittee report for Parcel #11-22-353-024.  The 
applicant, Stephen McGrath, was present to address questions.  Mr. Gostek requested 
that the location of the well, septic system and  marginal access easement be added to 
the site plan.  
 
Mr. Gostek suggested that a chain link fence to separate the driveways of this parcel 
and the parcel to the south was an inappropriate choice, although the subcommittee 
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did like the idea of the Virginia creeper.  Mr. McGrath asked if a white picket fence 
would be acceptable and the Planning Commission agreed.   The subcommittee had 
no objection to any of the four sign proposal options.  Mr. McGrath plans to use a 6 
square foot sign on a wood post painted white to match the fence.  
 
Mr. Tierney moved to approve the site plan submitted by Stephen McGrath for the 
Locksmith Shop subject to the septic, well and marginal access being noted on 
original plan and replacing the chain link fence with the white picket fencing as 
discussed. Mr. Gostek supported and the motion carried with a roll call vote: Wiza – 
yes, Beach – yes, Smith- yes, Gostek – yes, Stander – yes, Tierney – yes (6 yes 
votes). 
 
 
 
Agenda Item #2:  
 
 Parcel #:      11-22-202-003 
 Zoning:        IM 
 Address:      1704 E. Highland Rd.  
 File #:          SPR 14-10 
 Applicant:    Rave’s Construction & Demolition, Inc. 
 Owner:         1704 Highland Properties, LLC 
 Request:       Cold Storage Facility 
  
 
Mr. Beach presented the subcommittee report for Parcel #11-22-202-003, which is 
the former Hi-Mill Manufacturing site.  This parcel housed an industrial plant and in 
the course of that business’s activities, contaminants leaked into the ground water and 
nearby wetlands. This site therefore has been designated an EPA Super Fund Site and 
is subject to deed restrictions such as no new well can be added, the site cannot be for 
residential use, and there is to be no excavation or disturbance of the land under the 
paved parking lot. Since the existing building predates all ordinances and there is no 
site plan at this time on file with the Township, a site plan is required for new 
occupancy of the site. The Applicant proposes no changes to the building or 
landscaping. Mr. Beach stated that the building has been vacant for a long time and 
was recently sold at a tax sale. The Township is looking forward to seeing this 
property being brought back to use as a productive business site. Mr. Beach did not 
see any problems with the site plan as submitted. 
 
Mr. Bob Sowles, one of the property owners, stated they propose to add a loading 
dock to the east end of the parking lot with four bays. Mr. Sowles is working with 
Applied Environmental out of Ann Arbor, who has reviewed the record and advises 
the applicant that no contamination has been identified where the proposed loading 
dock would be excavated.  Mr. Sowles has not discussed the project with anyone 
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from the USEPA as of yet. He was also advised by Applied Environmental that it 
would be acceptable to the USEPA to overlay the existing parking lot.  
 
The Planning Commission told Mr. Sowles that he must submit a site plan showing 
the proposed loading dock along with specific details regarding elevation, drainage 
and storm water calculations. Mr. Wiza advised Mr. Sowles to obtain written 
approval of these additions from the EPA prior to construction. Mr. Sowles said he 
had options and could even use the existing loading dock if necessary until the proper 
approvals could be obtained. The applicant was advised that interior changes can be 
made to the building immediately if appropriate building permits are first obtained.   
 
Mr. Sowles added that he planned to plant trees surrounding the facility, with USEPA 
permission, and told the Commission that he would be planting special trees known 
for their ability to take up pollutants in the groundwater.     
 
Mr. Beach moved to approve site plan as presented with the understanding any new 
construction, paving or changes to the site topography must come back to the 
Township for a site plan review. Mr. Gostek supported and the motion carried with a 
roll call vote: Wiza – yes, Beach – yes, Smith- yes, Gostek – yes, Stander – yes, 
Tierney – yes (6 yes votes). 
 
 
 
 
Agenda Item #3: Committee Updates 

Zoning Board of Appeals:  
   Township Board: 
   Highland Downtown Development Authority: 
   Parks and Recreation: 
 
Committee updates were presented by the liaisons. 
 
 
 
Agenda Item #4: Minutes:   November 6, 2014 
 
Mr. Beach moved to approve the minutes for November 6, 2014 meeting as 
presented.  Mr. Tierney supported and motion carried by unanimous voice vote (6 yes 
votes). 
 
 
Discussion: 
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Ms. Corwin noted that the public hearing regarding zoning text amendments must be 
delayed to December 4th due to the Spinal Column error in publishing the ad. 
 
Mr. Beach moved to cancel the November 20, 2014 Planning Commission Meeting 
since the proposed agenda contained no pressing business. Mr. Tierney supported and 
motion carried by unanimous voice vote (6 yes votes). 
 
At 8:04 p.m. Mr. Wiza entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Tierney 
moved to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Gostek supported and the motion carried with 
a unanimous voice vote (6 yes votes). 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
A.Roscoe Smith, Secretary 
 
ARS/jk 
 


