
 

Highland Township Planning Commission 

Record of the 1295
h
 Meeting  

Highland Township Auditorium 

February 19, 2015 

 

 

Roll Call: 

Michael Wiza, Chairperson 

Eugene H. Beach, Jr. 

Chris Gostek  

Scott Green  

Roscoe Smith 

Jeffrey Stander  

Scott Temple  

Russ Tierney  

Thomas Walsh 

 

Also Present: 

Lisa G. Burkhart, AICP – Zoning Administrator 

Julie Kabalka, Recording Secretary 

 

 

Visitors: 10 

 

 

Mr. Wiza, the Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 

 

Work Session: 

 

Agenda Item #1:  

 

 Parcel #:      11-19-400-027 

 Zoning:        C-2 

 Address:      4000 W. Highland Rd.  

 File #:          SPR 15-01 

 Applicant:    Bloom General Contracting 

 Owner:         LaFontaine Automotive Group 

 Request:       Image Program Additions and Renovations 

  

 

Mr. Temple introduced the Image Program Additions and Renovations proposed by 

LaFontaine Automotive Group at 4000 W. Highland Road. The site plan consisted of 

three additions to the existing building. Carlisle Wortman’s initial review found the 

plans to be in consent agreement. 
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Mr. Gary Laundroche, Project Manager with Bloom General Contracting, Inc. was 

present on behalf of LaFontaine. Mr. Laundroche explained that in order to comply 

with GM’s mandatory New Image Program for the facility the Service Reception 

would be expanded, an additional Tunnel Car Wash would be added and the Used 

Car Sales area would be extended from the existing canopy. LaFontaine has 

essentially out grown the initial building. In addition to complying with the 

manufacturer’s requirements these changes will reduce congestion at the site. 

 

Mr. Laundroche then asked if there were any questions and received the following: 

Mr. Beach inquired as to if there would be any new signage and he was informed that 

existing signage was being relocated. Mr. Beach also asked about the increase water 

usage with the additional car wash tunnel and how it will effect waste water 

management. Mr. Laundroche stated that waste water will be handled in the same 

manner going into a holding tank that is later pumped out. LaFontaine is a green 

company and there is a 100% reclaim of wash water. 

 

Group discussion addressed the concerns of vehicles being parked in the designated 

green space and vehicle haulers stopping on the shoulder of M-59 to unload. This has 

been an ongoing violation by LaFontaine and the Planning Commission was seeking 

ways to better enforce existing laws and ordinances because the fine is not providing 

a deterrent. Designated unloading zones with wide lanes are available but exist in a 

very crowded parking lot. Mr. Green pointed out that there were no clear direction for 

truckers to know where to go to unload and it would be hard to maneuver a truck 

through the congested lot. Mr. Green also stressed that stopping on M-59 for 

loading/unloading was a huge safety concern. Mr. Tierney asked if ticketing was 

occurring when trucks utilized M-59 instead of pulling into the lot and that it should 

be verified that ample space is available for loading/unloading. It was confirmed that 

tickets were being issued and fines were being paid for improper use of green space 

and parking on M-59. 

 

Ms. Burkhart verified that a consent agreement was signed by LaFontaine and that if 

the Township deemed it necessary they could request a judge to step in and enforce 

which would incur additional fines. Mr. Beach also proposed that there be a gradual 

increase of fees for each infraction so that eventually the rules may be followed.  

 

Mr. Walsh inquired if LaFontaine was overbuilding and if a building code study was 

performed. Mr. Beach noted the Planning Commission would only be reviewing the 

site plan and giving the approval to pursue the project and architectures and engineers 

hired by LaFontaine would be responsible for ensuring the expansion was compliant 

with other codes. 
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Mr. Beach moved to approve File #: SPR 15-01 amended site plan as presented and 

subject to Fire Marshall report and that both staff and applicant representative take 

pains to remind applicant to preserve integrity of green belt area. Mr. Gostek 

supported and the motion carried with a roll call vote: Wiza – yes, Beach – yes, 

Smith- yes, Gostek – yes, Green – no, Stander – yes, Temple – yes, Tierney – yes, 

Walsh - no (7 yes votes and 2 no votes). 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #2: Committee Updates 

Zoning Board of Appeals:  

   Township Board: 

   Highland Downtown Development Authority: 

   Parks and Recreation: 

 

Committee updates were presented by the liaisons. Mr. Beach reported that the 

Zoning Board of Appeals would like the Planning Commission to look at septic tank 

and field setbacks from the ordinary high water mark. After a brief discussion, it was 

suggested that the Planning Commission discuss the setback regulation at their 

meeting of March 19, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #3: Minutes:   December 4, 2014 

 

Mr. Beach moved to approve the minutes for December 4, 2014 meeting. Mr. Temple 

supported and motion carried by unanimous voice vote (9 yes votes). 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion: 

 

Ms. Burkhart asked the Planning Commission if they would like to address the 

election of officers for 2015. 

 

Mr. Beach moved to re-elect slate of officers. Mr. Tierney supported and the motion 

carried with a roll call vote: Wiza – yes, Beach – yes, Smith- yes, Gostek – yes, 

Green – yes, Stander – yes, Temple – yes, Tierney – yes, Walsh - yes (9 yes votes). 
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Mr. Tierney expressed his concern that the Special Use Request from Liz Snoblen 

and Todd Stubbs for an equestrian academy with show events has been substantially 

revised and is before the Board. The Planning Commission discussed the extent of 

changes and agreed the request needs to come back to Planning for approval before 

receiving Board approval. 

 

Due to no pending items on the March 5
th

 agenda the meeting has been canceled but 

Mr. Stander will provide his recent findings while researching proper number of 

animals/acre and what constitutes usable acreage. Ms. Burkhart stated that ordinance 

amendments would be discussed at the March 19
th

 Planning Commission Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

At 8:42 p.m. Mr. Wiza entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Beach 

moved to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Temple supported and the motion carried with 

a unanimous voice vote (9 yes votes). 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

A.Roscoe Smith, Secretary 

 

ARS/jk 
 


